Knowing God

Growing in relationship
to Him

Going into the world in
His name and with his
message

Showing others how
they can do the same.

Special points of interest:

e  Sept 7—Deacon’s Monthly
Meeting

e  Sept 10—Church Conference

o  Sept 15—Feeding the FHS
Football Team

e  Sept 18—Ministry Leadership

Team Meeting

IOTLA

BAPTIST CHURCH

MESSAGE FROM PASTOR

Let’s Celebrate

Perhaps you've heard the comical
(though not real) story about the man who
was on a diet and drove by a bakery each
day on his way to work. One day, knowing
he was coming up on the bakery, he
prayed “Lord, if it's your will for me to get
a cake from the bakery, let there be an
open parking place right in front of it.”
When he arrived at work with a cake in
hand, his co-worker said to him “l thought
you were on a diet ...” The man went on to
recount how he had prayed about God’s
will for him to have the cake, explaining
“wouldn’t you know it, the eleventh time |
circled around the bakery, there was a
parking space right in front!” While this
story is light-hearted and funny, it is repre-
sentative of a serious matter that many
Christians have questions about. Namely,
how can we know the Lord’s will in some-
thing? While the space in this newsletter
wouldn’t come close to allowing for a com-
prehensive consideration of this topic, I'd

like to highlight three overarching

applications that will enable us to

best perceive and receive the will

of the Lord:
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1. Pray for His Will to be Done - When
Jesus was teaching His disciples to
pray, He said “Pray then like this: “Our
Father in heaven, hallowed be your
name; Your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as it is in heav-
en” [Matt. 6:9-10]. Follow Jesus’s ex-
ample, pray for God’s will to be done
on earth as it is in heaven, including in
your life and situation.

2  Prepare your Heart and Mind to Know His

Will - When Paul wrote to Roman Chris-
tians, by the leadership of the Holy Spirit,
he said “Do not be conformed to this
world, but be transformed by the renewal
of your mind, that by testing you may dis-
cern what is the will of God, what is good
and acceptable and perfect” [Rom. 12:2].
Note two things here: first we can discern
the will of God, and second, we are pre-
pared to discern it by having our minds
transformed, which comes through the
regular study and application of God’s
word.

3. Practice - Determine to put the Lord’s will

into practice in your life as He Reveals it.
The Psalmist of Psalm 119 prayed “Your
testimonies are my delight; they are my
counselors” [Psalm 119:24]. May it be so
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iotlabaptist@dnet.net Theme: “Relief for today. Hope for tomorrow”

Emma Lovett

Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you be- Joyce, Richie and Family
lieve in Him so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Annie Seay & Family
Holy Spirit.

Barbara Wilson

Romans 15:13

Janis Wilson

There is a brokenness in our world and the North Carolina Missions Offer-
ing offers a true help and hope in Jesus’ name to address this brokenness.
The offering supports disaster relief and the 19 different ministries of Bap- ~ Marcia Crawford
HEI.P tist on Mission in NC, church planting, mission partnerships, mission Tony Free
camps and work in local Baptist associations.

Family and Friends

Our Wednesday Night Children’s pro- lotla h hi ¢ ) d o ) d ivi fred & Pam Goldsmith
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This could be a great ministry for you. ber. Dina Jones
Please give it some consideration and A special guest speaker from NC Baptist on Mission will be here on Chuck Mallonee
pray about it. Our young people need Sunday, September 17t ; _
you! Mildred McSwain

Submitted by: Melissa Leatherman, Mission Strategy Bill O’ Connor
Sew’n Sews Rl

Richard & Bea Perry

We observed Airing of the Quilts on Sunday,
August 20th, with quilts decorating the sanc-
tuary and vestibule. The Sew'n Sews, a less
visible ministry, began in 1990 at the home of
Dorothy Childers making lap blankets for A
children in hospitals. Mildred Asby is the only  we gathered on Wednesday, August 23rd at IVE School for our annual
original member. In 2018, they began giving  prayer Walk. The weather cooperated and around 25 from IBC walked
the quilts to Pre-schoolers and Kindergarten-  4,nq the school and prayed for the school, staff, students and any- = Morris Stockton
fﬁ:;nmiggfggc;;lg Ol;:;)rlest(;]g?]ogdngyf;er thing else that came to mine. What a beautiful place to walk and be Bruce Wilson, Jr.
' reminded of all that God has provided us. School has now begun but we

number made in 2018. The Sew'n Sews i . i )
would love to grow their team. You do not should not stop praying for our educational system, they are just begin-

Carson Rowland

JoAnn Runyon

June Sorrells

Mary Stockton

have to be able to sew. There is a job for ~ Ning what we pray will be a fantastic year.
YOU! They go through many yards of cotton
material and always appreciate donations.

Barbara Duncan

The Sew’n Sews and
lotla Baptist Church
presented Barbara a

plague to celebrate
20 years of faithful On Sunday, August 27th, there was a spe-

e B e Sewii cial prayer for all school personnel and

Sews. children, the day before the beginning of
the new school year. If you missed Sun-
day, take a moment for prayer.




