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Knowing God

Growing in relationship
to Him

Going into the world in
His name and with his
message

Showing others how
they can do the same.

Let’s Celebrate

Anniversaries

4 Charlie & Melissa Leather-

MESSAGE FROM PASTOR

The restoration company SERVPRO has a
slogan which speaks to the thoroughness of
the job they seek to do, “Like it never even
happened.” Fortunately, I've never needed
their services so | can’t speak first -hand
about their capability to fulfill such a tall or-
der. What | can speak to from first-hand
knowledge is the fact that, when | make a
mess of things in my own life or relation-
ships, | wish it was like it never even hap-
pened. However, as is the case with damage
to our homes, damage in these areas re-
quires a process of restoration. And no mat-
ter how good they may be at cleaning up wa-
ter damage, SERVPRO can’t help us when sin
is at the root of the problem.

So where do we turn for that kind of restora-
tion? The answer is to the Living Word of
God, Jesus, and the written word of God, the
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and New Testaments, there are numerous
ways in which the Lord covenants with His
people to restore them or to restore some-
thing to them.

We should recognize that the end of all
such restoration may not be “like it never
even happened” on this side of eternity.
That’s the reality of living in a sin  -cursed,
fallen world. This is why we as Christians
look not only to that which is seen but also
to that eternity beyond compare and com-
prehension that awaits all who are in
Christ. Nevertheless, we must remember
that there is always the opportunity for the
Christian to experience the process (2
Chronicles. 7:14) and the promise (1 John.
1:9) of restoration with our Lord. And,
when we have sought the Lord in light of
this truth, we can say like David, “He re-
stores my soul” (Psalm 23:3).
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Ask the Father to capture your heart, breaking it for what
breaks His, and helping you avoid silence at all costs. Ask Him
to prompt you daily to remember the lost in your prayers...
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Thank you for your generous giving to the Annie Armstrong Easter Of- |

fering. We were able to reach our goal and a little bit over it with

lotla Baptist Church
1537 lotla Church Road
Franklin, NC 28734

Phone: 828-524-7167
iotlabaptist@dnet.net

Wed. Night Supper and Meal
Delivery
April 3. No Supper or Services

April 10.......ccccu..e. Chicken Wings, Mashed
potatoes, Cole Slaw
Tony & Wanda Ledford

April 17............. Hamburgers and Hot Dogs
. Bill Tippett
April 24......ccoveee e Meat Loaf & Mashed

Potatoes
Evelyn Houston and Chris Dove

IF YOU'REWORRIED
IT, THAT'S A SIGN YO

NEVER ABANDON YOU.
Hebrews 13:5

$4560. Thank you for a job WELL done! While the offering is over...
the needs of missionaries located throughout North America and the
ones they serve continues. They need our prayers. Continue to pray
for the missionaries and especially the work Jesus has sent them to
do. There are still prayer calendars available in the vestibule that will
help you as you pray!

Upcoming Mission Opportunities

e LOVE SERVES - Once again youth and adults will be serving the
community all over Macon County on Saturday, April 27t%. There
will be a team from lotla participating in this and you are invited to
be a part of this team! If you would like to participate, please let
either the church office know or Melissa Leatherman.

e Let'sfillthose BABY BOTTLES for Smoky Mountain Pregnancy
Care Center! Smoky Mountain Pregnancy Care Center provides a
safe and confidential opportunity for women in Macon County who
are pregnant. Services offered include free pregnancy testing and
ultrasounds, counseling and baby supplies. Fill your baby bottle
with change, bills or checks during the month of Aprill Bottles are
available in the church vestibule.

Prayers

e Pray for missionaries listed in each Sunday’s bulletin.
e Pray for the churches and pastors in Uspantan, Guatemala.

Submitted by: Melissa Leatherman, MS/CI Co-chairman

GUATEMALA TEAM

LOVE

Love never asks
how much must I
do, but how
much can I do.

Frederick A. Agar
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